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JACK DOYLE
MONROE COUNTY EXECUTIVE

News From

For Immediate Release
Thursday, July 13, 2000
DOYLE ANNOUNCES EFFORT FOR UNIVERSAL
CHILD HEALTH INSURANCE

Monroe County Executive Jack Doyle, joined by numerous community
ners, announced today that health insurance for children should be the
m’ in Monroe County. Facilitated Enrollment, a new initiative that will greatly
ease the number of locations where parents can sign-up their children for
th insurance and WIC nutrition benefits, was established with $400,000 in
e grant funds.

“It’s unacceptable for children in this community to go without health
rance,” said County Executive Jack Doyle.  “Families should not have to
de between putting food on the table or seeking the medical care their
ren need.  This community already has an excellent record on children’s

th coverage, however, we can do more.”

Currently, Monroe County has high rates of child health coverage.  A recent
ersity of Rochester study concluded that 95% of two-year olds and 97% of
escents in Monroe County have health insurance.

“The high rates of coverage that we found, although very good news, still
ns that as many as 10,000 kids in Monroe County may not have health
rance,” said UR’s Dr. Peter Szilagyi.  “Our study provides this community
 an important baseline to measure our efforts against as we move forward
 this new effort.”

Facilitated Enrollment, a new statewide initiative, funds counties to
ract with community and health agencies to make it easier, or ‘facilitate’
ing children enrolled in health care and signed up for WIC, a nutrition
ram.  The Monroe County Health Department has contracted with eleven
munity agencies and with Livingston County to perform the work.

Enrollers will be available in non-traditional settings and during the
ing and on the weekend to sign up children for Child Health Plus, Medicaid,
IC.

-- MORE --



Facilitated Enrollment
Page 2

Enrollment sites include: Catholic Family Center, Puerto Rican Youth
Development, Monroe County Legal Assistance, Salvation Army, Rosa Wims Wellness
Center and the Perinatal Network.  Staff will speak multiple languages, including
Spanish, Laotian, Russian and Ukrainian.

 “It can be very confusing for people to navigate through the system; having a
single application and people available who are knowledgeable about the various
eligibility requirements should greatly increase the number of residents that we get
insured,” said Monroe County Health Director Dr. Andrew Doniger. “This initiative
should help us accomplish the priority goal of Improving Access to Preventive
Services, that was established as part of the community Health Action process,”
Doniger added.

Residents may call a toll-free number to learn the locations and times of the
various sites in Monroe and Livingston counties.  The number is:   1.800.698.4KIDS.

“Having a goal of 100% enrollment in health coverage for our children is
important,” said County Executive Jack Doyle.  “Today’s announcement shows that
Monroe County is committed to fulfilling that goal by making access to health
coverage even easier for all of Monroe County’s families.”

“BlueCross/BlueShield administers a number of programs designed to assist
with health coverage for children and families in Monroe County,” said Sue Luce,
BlueCross/BlueShield of the Rochester Area Director of State & Government
Programs.  “We are supportive of the county’s latest initiative to make sure that no
one falls through the cracks and that all children have access to health care.”

###
For More Information,
Contact:  Communications and Special Events, 428-2380
or visit us on the web:  www.co.monroe.ny.us


